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terrified imagination or passionless abstraction of phi-
losophy. It is the object of the society into which this
motley crowd are now gathered gradually to elevate each
member of it, to cure him of vice, to soften his rudeness,
to deliver him from the dominion of superstitious fears or
intellectual conceits. But this is the point towards which
the society tends, not that with which it begins. The
progress of each citizen" towards this perfection will bear
proportion to his natural organisation, to the force with
which the influences of the society are brought to bear
upon him, and to the stage of enlightenment from which
he starts. With some it will be rapid, with others so
slow as to be almost imperceptible. But the first pro-
pelling power, the indispensable condition of progress, is
the personal relation of loyal vassalage of the citizen to
the Prince of the Theocracy.
The test of this loyalty lay, as we have seen, in the
mere fact that a man was prepared to attach himself to
Christ's person and obey his commands, though by doing
so some risk and some sacrifice was incurred. Christ,
hpwever, did not retain everyone who accepted the Call
about his person; some he dismissed to their homes,
laying upon them no burdensome commands. It was
necessary therefore that some mark should be devised by
. which the follower of Christ might be distinguished, and
by consenting to bear which he might give proof of his
loyalty. Some initiatory rite was necessary, some public
formality, in which the new volunteer might take, as it
were, the military oath and confess his chief before men.
If such a ceremony could be devised, which should at the
same time indicate that the new votary had taken upon
himself not merely a new service but an entirely new

